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FOREIGN NOTES 

The British Expedition to the Upper Congo Country 

In a personal letter recently received from Mr T. A. Joyce, of the 
British Museum, are the following interesting references to the British 
Expedition now among certain tribes in the upper Congo valley, situated 
in the southern part of the Congo state. Central Africa. 

The expedition ascended the Sankuru (a tributary of the Kassai 
which flows northwest and empties into the Congo above Stanley Pool) 
to Lusambo and then spent some time in and around the Batetela country, 
collecting much information about that tribe, and afterward spent a short 
time in the Ba Songo region. The Bakuba country was next visited, 
and a good deal of time was spent in and around Misumba. The Bakuba 
notes are of singular interest and are remarkably complete. When last 
heard of the expedition was starting for the country of the Ba Songo 
Meno, the first white men to attempt penetration into that little-known 
piece of territory without an escort. Practically nothing is known of 
the Ba Songo Meno. 

The collections that have at present reached the British Museum are 
very good, especially those of the Bakuba. The carvings and pile-cloth 
(with named patterns) in the latter are a most magnificent series. Large 
hand drums and friction-drums are also represented. 

The Batetela collection is also large and complete. A collection of 
ninety-six skulls, all belonging to one subtribe, was made in the Batetela 
country, and a number of measurements have been taken on the living, 
together with full -face and profile photographs of the individuals meas- 
ured. A number of phonographic records has also arrived safely. 

The expedition was organized by T. A. Joyce and E. Torday, fel- 
lows of the Royal Anthropological Institute, and while the former re- 
mains in London the latter is conducting the field work, accompanied by 
the artist Norman Hardy, and M. W. Hilton-Simpson. 

The Minister for the Congo at Brussels has rendered the expedition 
all possible assistance, and the British Museum has received the refusal 
of all the collections made. 

The exploration of this little -known region of Central Africa is cer- 
tainly an arduous undertaking, and we wish the members of the expedi- 
tion all success and a safe return. D. I. Bushnell, Jr. 
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The Tradescant Collection 

A brief description of the old Tradescant Collection in the Ashmo- 
lean Museum, Oxford, has already appeared in the American Anthro- 
pologist (vol. IX, p. 38), at which time the five existing specimens from 
Virginia were figured. 

In the printed catalogue of the collection, which bears the title 
* ^Museum Trade scantianum, or a Collection of Rarities preserved at South 
Lambeth neer London by John Tradescant. London: M. DC. LVL", 
and which was the first museum catalogue printed in the English lan- 
guage, are the following references to American material, in addition to 
the objects from Virginia already referred to : 

P. 46. . . . Tomahacks, 6 sorts. 

P. 47. . . . A Match -coat from Canada. 

P. 50. . . . Shooes from Canada. 

P. 51. . . . Black Indian girdles made of Wampam peek, the best 
sort. 

Of the '* tomahacks" only three remain. They were figured and 
described in Man, 59, London, 1907, and again by Mr Holmes in the 
American Anthropologist (vol. x, 1908, p. 271, fig. 85). 

The '* Match-coat from Canada " is now figured for the first time 
(pi. xxx). It is made up of rather thin, well-tanned deerskin, and the 
ornamentation is of unusually beautiful quillwork that has retained the 
brilliant coloring of the native dyes. Considering its great age — nearly 
three centuries — it is in a remarkably good state of preservation, although 
several pieces have been cut from it and it has become hard and stiff as a 
result of having been wet. This specimen, of course, is of special in- 
terest and value, as it is unquestionably the oldest example in existence. 

Of the *' Shooes from Canada," referring probably to moccasins, 
none can be found in the collection ; and only a few wampum beads, both 
purple and white, can now be traced, consequently the * ' Black Indian 
girdles made of Wampam peek ' ' have evidently been lost or destroyed. 

Only nine of the many objects from North America that are recorded 
in the Catalogue of 1656 are known to have survived to the present day, 
and all these have now been figured in this journal. 

D. I. BUSHNELL, Jr. 

Phonographs and the Museum 

The Rautenstrauch-Joest-Museum of Cologne, Germany, has evi- 
dently, during the few years of its existence, done much to popularize 
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the study of anthropology in that city. Now, in addition to the regular 
lectures, the phonograph is used to reproduce the music of the native 
tribes of the various parts of the world. Between the hours of twelve 
and one every day there are free illustrated lectures, when some particu- 
lar area or tribe is described. Illustrations of native dances or cere- 
monies are accompanied with the proper music on the phonograph, the 
records having been made while the ceremonies were being enacted and 
photographed. 

The museum possesses records made among the Pueblo, Pawnee, and 
Thompson River tribes of North America, and many from other parts of 
the world. 

The Riabouschinsky Kamchatka Expedition 

This expedition, organized under the auspices of the Imperial Russian 
Geographical Society and made possible by the generous patronage of Mr 
Theodor P. Riabouschinsky, the Moscow banker, has for its purpose the 
biological, geological, meteorological, and anthropological survey of the 
Kamchatka peninsula, which it is expected will cover a period of two 
years. The anthropological research will include the Aleutian, Koman- 
dorski, and Kurill islands. Three parties of the expedition, the zoolog- 
ical, botanical, and geological, left St Petersburg in April last and reached 
Kamchatka in June. The meteorological party departed early in August, 
and the ethnological party will reach the Aleutian islands in November. 

The zoological party, under the directorship of Prof. P. J. Schmidt, 
consists of five scientific members, each of whom has undertaken a special 
branch of zoological research. Professor Schmidt devoting himself to ich- 
thyology, while the ornithological work will be in charge of V. L. Bianki 
of the St Petersburg Academy of Sciences. The geological party will 
undertake the investigation of both the geology and topography of Kam- 
chatka, especially of the little-known eastern part. The chief purpose of 
one of the two sections of the geological division of the expedition, 
in charge of the mining engineer Konrady, will be a study of the volcan- 
oes and glaciers of the peninsula ; the other division, under the direction 
of the mining engineer Krug, has undertaken the general geology. The 
two sections will join in preparing the topographical map. The botan- 
ical party consists of five members, headed by V. L. Komarov, senior 
botanist of the Imperial Botanical Garden at St Petersburg. The me- 
teorological party consists also of five members, including its chief, V. A. 
Vlassov of the Physical Observatory of St Petersburg, under whose di- 
rection four stations of the first rank for the study of the meteorology of 
Kamchatka will be established. 
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Fig, 108. — Clubs from Nortli- 
western America in the Royal 
Scottish Museum. 

forms me that the history of 

1 Memoirs of the Jestip North 



The leader of the anthropological party, 
Dr Waldemar Jochelson, is well remembered 
in America by his researches in connection 
with the Jesup Expedition of the American 
Museum of Natural History. Dr Jochelson 
will have two scientific assistants, one of 
whom, Mrs Jochelson, M.D., will conduct 
the anthropometric work. In its field of 
operations and in the problems to be solved, 
this party may be regarded as continuing in 
a measure the researches of the Jesup Expe- 
dition. At the instance of the Russian 
Secretary of State and on the recommenda- 
tion of the Smithsonian Institution, the 
Government of the United States has granted 
permission to the anthropological party of 
the expedition to visit the Aleutian islands 
for the purpose of conducting ethnological 
and archeological investigations, and a sim- 
ilar request has been presented to the Jap- 
anese government for permission to conduct 
researches on the Kurill islands. 

Additional Whale-bone Clubs from 
Northwestern America 

Between pages 403 and 412 of my 
menioir on the Archeology of the Gulf of 
Georgia and Puget Sound ^ I endeavored to 
bring together illustrations and descriptions 
of all the characteristic paddle -shaped clubs 
made of whale's bone, of which I could 
learn, that had come from the northwest 
coast of America, and the editor. Professor 
Boas, therein discusses the art and inde- 
pendent development of these clubs. 

Since the publication of this paper I have 
learned of two additional clubs in the Royal 
Scottish Museum of Edinburgh. Mr Walter 
Clark, assistant curator of that Museum, in- 
these two specimens is unknown, but as the 
Pacific Expedition, VoL II, part 6. 
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Museum contains collections gathered by Captain Cook, these also may- 
have been obtained by him from the northwest coast of America. The 
type being identical with that of the clubs which I have figured, I have 
no doubt that they came from the Columbia valley or from the area be- 
tween it and southern Alaska, and probably from that part of the region 
adjacent to Vancouver island, if not the island itself. 

Little need be said about the carving of these clubs that is not shown 
in the illustrations or has not been discussed by Professor Boas in the pub- 
lication above mentioned, but it may be well to repeat that this type of 
club seems to have developed independently in America and is most 
common on the western coast of Vancouver island, where such clubs were 
used until recent times. 

The carving of the knob at the end of the handle is supposed to rep- 
resent the head of an eagle or of a thunderbird, and is of the type of 
carving found in the art of the Nootka with a bird-headdress of the same 
type as that of the eagle- head masks common among those people. The 
body of the first specimen is inlaid with what I take from the photograph 
to be haliotis shell surrounded by a circular design and arranged in a 
median line. Some of the shell inlay has apparently dropped out. 

Mr Clark informs me that in a small museum in Douglas, Isle of Man, 
there is a finely inlaid club of this general type, with the head of the 
handle beautifully carved, and, if memory serves him well, a double row 
of ' ' pearl ' ' inlaid on the blade. 

Professor Marshall H. Saville informs me that W. O. Oldman, a 
dealer at 77 Brixton Hill, London, S. W., has a splendid old club of this 
general type. 

Harlan I. Smith. 



